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TO THE TEACHER’ 

The success of this book depends in large 
measure upon the students desire to learn to 
do good writing, Before the child begins to use 
the book, it is a. good idea to remind him that 
when his practice is finished the book ts his To 
take home: thar if he keeps it very clean, and does 
the work on each page carefully, he will havea | 
book in his own writing of which he may justly 
be proud. A number of helpful suggestions for 
motivating the child's interest in handwriting are 
sind in Trends in Manuscript Writing by 
Edith Underwood Conard,* 

The student should master the formation of 
each letter before he proceeds to the next one. 
lt is suggested that You look at and commenr 
upon each page of writing twice — first when the 
child has done half of the practice on the page 
and again when he has completed it. Mosr 
children will need that much supervision. The 
pupil should never begin a new step until you 
have put your initials, signifying satisfactory 
achievement, on the last step he finished. 

The value of speed tests is questionable. No em. 
phasis should be placed upon speed until all of the 
practice in this book has been completed, and the 


child has demonstrated thar he can write well slowly. 
* Bureau of Publications, Columbia University, New York City. 


OT RE SIUDENT : 
Bu carefully following these directions in doing 
all of the steps in this book you can learn how to 
do manuscript writing. 
Use pen and ‘ak or a fountain pen. | 
© your practice work on the blank lines 
when You see that they have been left for that 
purpose. If you find that you need more practice 
on any step than space has been provided for, take 
a clean sheet of paper and fold itso that the line 


on whic You want to write Is yust below the 


model. 


Copy the models as carefully as you can. Do 


not try to write fast until you can form your 
letters very well. The arrows beside the models tell 
ou in what direction you should move your pen. 
he numbers beside Fae models tell you whether 
the letter is made with one, two, three, or four 
movements of the pen and in what order those 
movements should be made. bre 
At the end of each step you will see spaces 
for your teacher to sign her initials and write the 
date. Always ask your teacher to do this before 
you go on to the next step. She will then call your 


attention to any mistakes you may have made,or 


ike suggest some extra anelees e may need. 
he last parr of the book will teach you 


how to read cursive writing, which is the name 
g 

given to that writing in which all of the letters 

are connected. | 


8 ee 


REFERENCE SHEET 


The arrows show you in what direction you should 
move your pen in making the letters. | | 
The small numbers under or beside the arrows tell — 


34567890 


Step 
To Right Handed Students 


<— This boy IS sitting ina 
very awkward position. His 
hand and arm muscles 
are so cramped that he 
cannot write well. His 
paper is turned so far to 
the side that he cannot 
see how the letters he is 
making will look when 


they are finished. 


This boys writing position” 
is good . His hips are 
againstthe back of his 
chair. His weight is forward, 
His paper is well up on 
his desk and slanted — 
only a little, He can see 
to make the lines of his 
writing straight . 


| 
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Place yourself in good position. Ask your teacherto check ik 


Teacher | | | Date 


Step 
To Left Handed Students 


<— This boy 1s sitting ina 
very awkward position. His 
hand and arm muscles 
are so cram ped that he 
cannot write well. His 
paper is turned so far to 
the side that he cannot 
see how the letters heis 
|} making will look when 
they are finished. 
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oe 


This boys writing position” 
is good . His hips are 
againstthe back of his 
chair. His weight is forward, 
His paper is well up on 
his desk and slanted 
only a little. He can see 
to make the lines of his 
writing straight. 
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hot Grade Wide Sie 
7 (selected because they seem typical ) 


Februar Mal ah 
L stoad be side o hi : 


Seal i new-~ rt SNOW, 
sing ls star Babe al 


From Uehe could poodle. glow: 


hoes Twilight 

LL stood beside a hill 
Cmoath with new-laid Snow, 
A sindle star looked out 
From” the cold evening glow. 


\V./henever ive moon and stars are set, 


\/henever the wind iS high, 


All| ni L+ lon in dire dar k and wet, 
A J J 
man Goes riding by: 
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Fifth Grade Writing Samples 


( selected because they seem ty Pical ) 


fee peor walked along the Street, 
humming happily, and the very tirst shop 
thot he came to Sold tinware. \here were 
little Tin Teapots ond Tia DAUCEPONS, and 
they hung in bunches in front ot the 
Open shop and rottled merrily Pees 3 
breeze. | 


Little Pear walked along the street, humming 
happily, and the very first s op that he came to 
sold tinwave. There were little tin teapots andtin 
salice PoAns, and they hun | in bunches im front of 
the open shop and rattled merrily in the breeze. 
Thought he would like a teapot of his own. 
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Junior High School Writing 


(ty pical samples ) | 


Four acore and seven years @qo, 
OUr fathers brought Forth UPON | 
This continent OQ MmNMeuw nation ,con- 


ceived in — and dedicatedt 
the 5 aaah on 


mated quad 


hace! ee hi = as _ » . 
me ee ee A ne ee a eS Se 


hat all mean are 


— actidicieeng lisa facet iat ES 0 


Se a eT ED eRe aE eee ae, em Ne 


four fCOlE and FSEOE/ SE4ls 9%, af Jethary 
brought Jorth, Yoon tur cantinen? a New radon, 
CORC €/ ved, i Ws, erty caret: dedtcatid! Yo th & Propet ition 


teat all men are ereated egue/, 
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~“Fourscere and seven Years ago, 
our fathers brought forth Upon this 
cominent a new nation. conecewed in \ibert 
and dedicated to the pro position thar all 
i men are created equal 
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Junior High School Writing 


(typical samples ) 


Dark brown is the river, 
Golden is the sand, 


It lows alo orevuer, 
ie ae 


A wah is quite a tiny Thing, 
Just Vike a bird upen the MAING, 
4+ flies aw ay all fancy free 

And lights upon a house on tree, 


We should be careful +o out of 
an expenence only the wisdom +that 


isin tt— and stop there; 


Peasant Viaud could not pay his toxes 
Count Pierre sent him +o prison. 
Gabriel made a secret prayer 


The prayer Was generously answered. 


About Cursive Writing 
Cursive writing Is connected Te A\\l of the 


letters in a word are written without |i ing the pen 
from the paper. The English word, cursive, comes 
from a Latin word which means ‘to run,” and con- 
nected writing may have been called cursive because 
people have believed for many years thatthey could 
write faster if they connected their letters . It has only 
recently been proved thatthis is nortrue. Manuscript 
writing is just as rapid as cursive. 
| It is easier to learn both to write and to read 
manuscript writing because one does not need 
to learn how the letters are connected. However, 
You should know how to read cursive writing 
because many people write that way. On the 
following pages we show You how cursive letters 
developed rom connecting manuscript letters, 
Then we give you a number of samples of cursive 
writing to studu. 
Men who ae studied the history of hand- 
writing often refer to cursive writing as the care- 
less writing of the people. lr is often carelessl y 
written. The letters are often poorly formed and 
you cannot always tell which strokes are letters 
and which strokes were made to connect letters. 
You will, therefore, have to study many samples 
in order to learn to read cursive writing readi| Y-. 
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